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Worship Calendar
Friday, May 4 _____________________________8:00 PM

Shabbat Service
The Beth-El Choir will sing

The Mecklenburger family invites everyone to join them
for an Oneg Shabbat in honor of the engagement of Alan

Mecklenburger and Rachel Weinberg

Saturday, May 5 __________________________10:30 AM

Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Chase Koger
The Beth-El Choir will sing

Friday, May 11 ____________________________8:00 PM

Confirmation and Shabbat Service
Student Cantor Alissa Goodkin will sing

Saturday, May 12 _________________________10:30 AM

Tot Shabbat
Student Cantor Alissa Goodkin will sing

Friday, May 18____________________________8:00 PM

Sisterhood Shabbat
The Beth-El Choir will sing

Tuesday, May 22 _____________________Erev Shavuot
We will host members of three congregations—Beth-El,

Ahavath Sholom, and Beth Shalom
Service at 9:00 PM

Discussion: “The Ten Commandments
and their Relevance Today” at 9:40 PM

Oneg Yom Tov—blintzes, cheesecake, etc., at 10:30 PM

Friday, May 25____________________________8:00 PM

Shabbat Service
Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Clark
The Beth-El Choir will sing

Jo s e p h  Cl a r k ___________
Son of Sha’ron and Bill Clark

Bar Mitzvah, Friday, May 25, 2007

Musings Rabbi Ralph Mecklenburger

On Tuesday evening, May
22, open a nice bottle of wine
with dinner!  Really.  Enjoy.

“Why are you doing that?”
someone in the house may say.
A good start to the answer
might be, “Because we like it,
and because (in moderation) it
is healthy!”  If the perplexed
questioner follows up with,
“But we didn’t do it last night,

so why is this night different from all other nights?” you
can then go to the heart of the matter: “because it is Erev
Shavuot, and we are Jewish, and we Jews greet happy oc-
casions, including this festival, with wine!”

This won’t be painful, I promise.  And you will appre-
ciate the sanctity of the occasion even more if you add, be-
fore drinking, Baruch atah adonai, eloheinu melech
ha’olam, boray p’ree hagafen, “Blessed are You, O God,
Sovereign of Existence, Who creates the fruit of the vine!”
You’ll enjoy the wine, feel Jewish, and give a positive sig-
nal to your family about the importance of Jewish festivals.
Shavuot (you will recall–and perhaps someone will ask!) is
the festival commemorating the giving of Torah at Sinai—

Ch a s e  Ko g e r ________
Son of Carol Koger and Dave Koger
Bar Mitzvah, Saturday, May 5, 2007

continued on page 7
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The President’s Corner Richard Minker, President

T h e  Pa s s i n g  o f  t h e  To r c h
As my tenure as president of Beth-El Congregation

comes to a close, I cannot help but recall some of the re-
sults of the past two years.  But before I speak of the re-
sults, let me say that they did not happen on their own, but
only as a result of the hard work of our Temple staff, start-
ing with Rabbi Mecklenburger, along with Religious
School Director Ilana Knust, Temple Administrator Suzie
Koonsman, and her staff of Debbie Bowden, Jaime Rivera,
Rigo Gutierrez, Sandra Adriano, and Myra Andrade.

It is hard to believe that two years have gone by and
that it is time to “pass the torch” to our incoming president,
Marc Sloter.  I am most excited about what Marc brings to
Beth-El Congregation.  As we continued our efforts to at-
tract new members, we learned that a major segment of our
target membership is “younger families.”  They are the
lifeblood of our future.  Marc and his wife, Jude, and their
three children, Mollie, Caroline, and Stewart, are represen-
tative of what we are trying to attract as we continue our
efforts to have a full-time temple educator and grow our
Religious School program; Marc and Jude are users of that
service.

So one might say, literally and figuratively, “out with
the old and in with the new.”  That really is not necessarily
true.  One of the beauties of Beth-El is our intentional ef-
fort to have a balance in our Temple leadership of younger
as well as “more seasoned” members.   This should keep us
grounded in the past, as well as keeping our approach to
Jewish living fresh for the future.

As I stated at the beginning, you, our members, should
feel good about what has been accomplished by the
Temple leadership and our committees.  I am happy to re-
port that a Long Range Plan is in the final stage of comple-
tion under the extraordinary leadership of Dr. Marc Hahn,
and it is the Board’s desire and goal to make it available to
our Temple membership at our Annual Meeting.  Our com-
mittee structure has been expanded to offer outreach pro-
grams to various segments of our Temple population.  I am
pleased to have Diane Kleinman and Karen Anisman
spearheading that effort.  We are fortunate to have Mitch

Reitman help reinstate the Tech-
nology Committee to provide
oversight on every facet of
Temple technology, including
computers, website develop-
ment, security, and telecommu-
nication.

As a result of our new Com-
munications Committee, under
the leadership of Laurie James,
the word on the programs and
the good work of our
congregants is getting told throughout the Tarrant County
area.  The Mitzvah Brigade, which is chaired by Corrine
Jacobson and Dr. Hugh Lamensdorf, is turning up volun-
teers to assist with projects to supplement the efforts of our
Temple staff and religious school director.

At the same time, the activities of all of our commit-
tees continue to grow in both quality and quantity.  In addi-
tion to their programming, our committees are working
hand in hand with our treasurer and Finance Committee in
developing the budgetary needs for 2007-2008.

A new Temple website is now “Under Construction,”
and the goal is to have it ready to launch before the begin-
ning of the next Beth-El school year, in the fall of 2007.
The Temple is also in the process of switching to MM
2000.  This program will allow our Temple Administration
to integrate our member database and accounting soft-
ware—capabilities that weren’t available previously.
When this integration is completed, we will be able to keep
track of finances more efficiently and communicate more
effectively with the membership via both email and regular
mail.

Thanks to the generosity of our membership, we have
achieved our initial goal of raising $1.3 million for a full-
time Education Endowment.   As a result of that success,
we are in the process of expanding the educational oppor-
tunities and programs for our adult membership.  Because
of the ongoing needs of the congregation and expanded

conintued on page 10
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This will be a time to honor Those who have Walked the Walk!
That is, walked the path of being president of our wonderful Congregation!

Besides honoring our past leaders, we will also elect our new officers and install those
elected at our Annual Meeting.

Like a good and comfy pair of shoes, the menu will be “comfort” food.
We will serve barbecue brisket (NOT tough as leather),

mashed potatoes, a decadent dessert, etc.
Please join our Temple Family in honoring our past and recognizing our future!

Also, don’t forget, you could Win 50,000 AAdvantage® Miles!

By the time this bulletin arrives, you should
have received formal notification of the entire
slate of new officers and board members for the
May 20 Annual Meeting.  As we go to press,
the Nominating Committee is moving forward,
but the only official nomination was provided
by last year’s Nominating Committee, which
selected Marc Sloter to be president-elect, and
thus the candidate for president this year.

Marc is one to whom the cliche “he needs
no introduction” applies.  He and Jude have
been active members for twelve years.  Marc
grew up at Temple Beth-El in San Antonio, at-
tended Greene Family Camp, and was active in the local
and regional youth group.  Marc and Jude served as
FWFTY Advisors when they were relatively new in town,
and Marc has been a Religious School teacher, board mem-
ber, and first vice president, as well as a Youth, Member-
ship and Endowment Committee member.  (Not all at the

Marc Sloter, new Temple President
same time!)   His brother Scott is also a mem-
ber and advises FWFTY.  And the Sloters
have been building Beth-El’s membership for
a while.  Jude’s  grandmother, Fanny Brooks,
and Marc’s parents, Audrey and Ron Sloter,
have moved up from San Antonio, and Jude
and Marc have produced three more Beth-El
participants—their children, Mollie (7),
Caroline (4) and Stewart (1).

Marc is a Business graduate of the Uni-
versity of North Texas in Denton, where he
also earned his MBA in 1998.  He is a finan-

cial advisor with Merrill Lynch.  For ten years, he has
served on the board—and has been president—of Women’s
Haven/Safehaven.  So while, at 37, he is (according to our
historian, Hollace Weiner) Beth-El’s youngest president,
he brings a great deal of experience, Jewish and general, to
the task.

Beth-El’s Annual Dinner & Meeting
It’ s the TIME to FILL  NEW SHOES!

Sunday, May 20, 2007
Wine and Hors D’oeuvres at 6:00 PM

Dinner at 6:30 PM

Meeting at 7:00 PM

Price:  $13 per person with reservation, $20 at the door.
See the flyer in this bulletin to make reservations.

A gift of 50,000 American Air Miles from
Mitch and Melinda Reitman is currently being
raffled for $25 per ticket, or purchase 5 tickets for
$100.  The drawing for this fabulous offer will be

at the Temple Annual Dinner!  Tickets may be
purchased at the Temple office or through
Richard Minker, Ruth Roper, or Jane Oderberg.
The winner need not be present for the drawing.
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Beth-Elements
L i v e  f r o m  N e w  Yo r k ’ s  9 2 n d
St .  Y:  Ra b b i  Sh m u l e y  Bo t e a c h

Save Wednesday, May 9 at 7:00 PM for a
presentation on “Shalom in the Home” by
Rabbi Shmuley Boteach.  He will touch on
themes from his TLC television program and
discuss parenting and the family, marriage and
intimacy, and other issues.  Rabbi Boteach was
named by Talkers magazine as one of the 100 most impor-
tant radio hosts in America.  He is the author of fifteen
books and is an acclaimed syndicated columnist who in
2005 won the American Jewish Press Association’s highest
award for community.  As always, we will have the oppor-
tunity to send in our questions, and light refreshments will
be available.  This presentation is made possible by our
Endowment #2 and a grant from the Jewish Federation.  A
contribution of $5 per person is requested.

Ca r  B r e a k - I n  a t  Te m p l e
Caution is always in order in our society–even at reli-

gious institutions in good neighborhoods!
A car was broken into at Beth-El during an evening

program last month.  A purse was visible beneath the seat,
we have been told, so the thief broke a window to get it.
About six months ago, a thief broke a window and tried to
hotwire a car—a mess, even though the theft was a failure.
We hire security for worship services and large functions,
but even then, caution is in order.  Cars should be locked,
and packages, purses, and other valuables should be locked
away out of sight.

B o o k  D i s c u s s i o n  Gr o u p
Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 23, at 12:30 PM,

when we will discuss A Day of Small Be-
ginnings by Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum.  This
novel takes us from 1906 Poland, where
14-year-old Itzik flees an anti-Semitic at-
tack, to 1991 Harvard University, where
Itzik’s son, Nathan, begins his journey into
his family’s history.  Please join us in what
promises to be an enlightening discussion.

Our summer meeting will be in either
June or July, depending on schedules, and we will read Ri-
chard North Patterson’s Exile.

D a y t i m e r s
Tour of the Clark Gardens Botanical Park

Date: Wednesday, May 16
Depart Beth-El at: 10:00 AM

Price: $12 includes tour and lunch

This is the jewel of
Weatherford.  Path-
ways wind through lav-
ish ribbons of color
and fragrance from
over fifty different gar-
dens.  Waterfalls
sparkle in the sunlight
and splash down to
lakes where black and white swans glide in the shimmering
waters.  We will carpool from Beth-El and leave at 10:00 AM.

The tour includes box lunches, which will be catered by
Country Loft, in the garden.  You may choose turkey,
chicken salad, or tuna salad on a toasted bun with a pickle,
chips, and a cookie.

To make reservations, call with your credit card to Bar-
bara Rubin (817-927-2736) or Sylvia Wexler (817-294-
1129), or mail your check to Jewish Federation, 4049
Kingsridge Road, Fort Worth, TX 76109.  Please call for
information about chauffeured five-passenger golf carts
available for rental.

Upcoming Daytimers Events
Wednesday, June 20.  General Dave R. Palmer,

former superintendent of West Point, will speak about his
new book, George Washington and Benedict Arnold.

Wednesday, July 18.  Movie and Ice Cream Social.
Wednesday, August 15.  Bus Trip to Oklahoma’s fin-

est Winstar Casino, only ninety minutes from Fort Worth.

B e q u e s t  f r o m  M a r g o t
S c h wa r t z

We are honored and pleased to report that Beth-El re-
ceived a bequest, which will go in an endowment for the
benefit of the Religious School, from the late Margot
Schwartz, whose love for Beth-El and its children will now
continue to be expressed perpetually in a very tangible
way.  One more “thank you” to Margot!

Thanks to the initiative of TCU, Beth-El will host, and
you are invited to, ae discussion of the Middle East in the
TCU Great Decisions Series on Tuesday, May 1.  Profes-
sors Manochehr Dorraj of the Political Science Depart-
ment and David Nelson of the Religion Department and

Brite Seminary will introduce the topic and facilitate the
discussion.  Tensions in the region, of course, come from
Iran’s nuclear program, the ongoing conflict in Lebanon
and Iraq, and the Israeli-Palestinian confrontation.  Come
and learn how these issues will shape the Middle East.

M i d d l e  E a s t  P r o g r a m  a t  B e t h - E l  o n  M a y  1



5

Women of Reform Judaism Hollace Weiner, President

WRJ’s Team Beth-El won FIRST PRIZE in the
Race for the Cure’s Tinkle Pink Port-a-Potty Deco-
rating Contest! The ninety footprints decorating our
entry raised $450 for the fight against breast cancer.
Each $5 footprint was decorated and inscribed in

honor of someone
who has battled the
disease.

The first-place
prize is a year’s
supply of Quilted
Northern Toilet Tis-
sue for the Temple!
That translates into
a savings of several
hundred dollars
from the Temple
operating budget.
What an unusual,
but useful, prize!

Among religious or-
ganizations participating in
the annual race, Team
Beth-El ranked third in
fundraising.  We brought in
additional money
through entry fees from
the thirty-eight people who
registered for our team.
Everyone involved—and
there were dozens of
us, from first graders who
decorated footprints to se-
niors out there walking—
had an exhilarating experi-
ence.  We are indebted to

Roberta Gerrick for taking our team to new heights, to her
co-captains, Shirley Spitzberg and Melody Bustillos, and to
Linda Hoffman for leading a heartfelt Saturday-morning
service on that chilly April morning.  This was a mitzvah
that raised money and consciousness.

Here’s a message from the Team Captain. . .

WHAT AN AMAZING DAY!
April 7, 2007—Today was my first time doing

the “Race for the Cure” walk. I was so over-
whelmed and touched by all of the love and sup-
port that went on for miles throughout the streets

Race for the Cure
Winning Footpr in ts Raise Money, Bring Unusual First Pr ize to Beth-El

of downtown Fort Worth. I was honored to be in
the presence of such strong and supportive men,
women, and children. I was thrilled to have met
the woman who started it all, Rozanne Rosenthal.
It was so special to have Rozanne, Susan Gaston
(last year’s chairperson), and so many other
congregants at Beth-El who were involved in plan-
ning the race come by our Port-a-Potty and see
the amazing tribute to honor and remember so
many important people. The day was chilly, but just
as the race ended, the sky opened up and beautiful
snowflakes fell, as if to say thanks for remember-
ing us from above.

The Race is over for this year, but our contri-
butions to this important cause need to go on
throughout the year.  So far, our team has raised
more than $2,200.   We had thirty-eight team mem-
bers, sold ninety footprints (which will be displayed
at the Temple), and educated our Religious School
children on the importance of raising money and
awareness.

The most rewarding part of chairing this event
was that I was told that some of the children went
home and asked their mothers if they had had a
mammogram. How awesome is that? I thank all of
those who helped me from the start of this project

Three generations of congregants gathered in Sundance Square in
the pre-dawn hours to decorate Team Beth-El’s Port-a-Potty. From

left: Chelsea Eisenberg, Hollace Weiner, Linda Hoffman, Eileen
House, team captain Roberta Gerrick, Debbie Bowden, Kaylie James

(front), Shirley Spitzberg, Melody Bustillos, and Sonja Stein.

P
hotos by Laurie B

arker Jam
es

Footprints, fashioned from
pink fabrics, sold for $5

a piece and decorated the
prize-winning entry.

continued on page 7
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WRJ, Continued

WRJ General Membership Meeting
Sunday, May 6, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the Great Hall

Election of Officers and
Program: “Beth-El and Barnett Shale”

The “landman” who negotiates drilling rights for natural gas beneath the city will discuss the
big picture and the little picture as it pertains to the potentially lucrative reserves below the Temple.

We will serve gourmet coffee (from Eurotazza) and homemade biscotti.

W h y  w a s  t h i s  N i g h t  D i f f e r -
e n t ?

Second Night Seder, an annual
tradition at Beth-El, was a huge suc-
cess—replete with a hailstorm remi-
niscent of the plagues of Egypt.
Linda Hoffman coordinated a lovely
evening. The Great Hall was el-
egantly set with white tablecloths, a
long-stemmed rose at each table,
and a menu of charosis, matzo balls,
chicken soup, turkey, kugel, veggie casserole, and flourless
desserts. Diners asked for the recipes.

When a hailstorm hit, Rabbi Mecklenburger joked that
“frogs” would follow! The efficient and courteous staff
made one slip-up—forgetting to put salt water on each
table. Diners figured out how to mix salt water themselves,
and they joked convivially in the process.

A big “thank you” to Linda Hoffman and her culinary
team, which included Joan Brotman, Amy Cooper, Kim
Factor, Sherri Gorsd, Sandra Hollander, Eileen House,
Laurie James, Shirley Margolin, Beverly Ross, Marty
Rubinson, Jim Stein, Sonya Stein, and Gary Steinberger.

B e t h - E l  K i t c h e n  Up d a t e
The big kitchen shopping spree—underwritten with

donations from Jewish Women International and your Sis-
terhood—is winding down.  The latest purchases are sev-
eral dozen soft, pale green tablecloths that match the decor
of The Great Hall.  There are both round and rectangular
cloths.  They add depth and choice to the Temple linen
closet.

Other gifts to the kitchen are two “party tubs” for
chilling and holding cans of soft drinks and bottles of
wine.  Also added to the kitchen inventory is an attractive
beverage jar—an  octagonal, five-gallon glass container
with a brass spigot.  Each of these acquisitions should en-
hance many events in The Great Hall.

A big thanks to Eileen House and her committee,
which includes Rachel Goldman, Jenny Solomon, Eliza-
beth Cooper, and Linda Hoffman.  Previously, the commit-
tee purchased several dozen plates in Beth-El’s pattern so
that we can accommodate banquets of up to 250 guests.
Also on the shopping list were stainless steel utensils,
measuring cups, rolling pins, glassware, and a clock for the
wall.  Perhaps the most important purchases were two
serving-and-bussing carts that allow the staff to quietly
clear tables while banquets are underway.  Bon Appetit!

More from WRJ on page 7

WRJ inaugurated its year of the arts last summer with a
vocal concert featuring John Sauvey, the talented bass-bari-
tone in the Temple Quartet. John has set his sights on per-
forming grand opera.  Although the concert was free of

charge, many in the audience became
patrons, donating money that allowed
John to spend several weeks in New
York auditioning for opera companies
from around the nation.

John’s career is taking off. He
sang the male lead in the Birmingham
Opera’s production of Cinderella (La
Cenerentola) and performed the fea-
tured role of Marullo in Opera Santa

Barbara’s production of Rigoletto. Next season, he will be
a featured vocalist with the Dallas Opera. (Can you believe
that the Dallas Opera went all the way to New York to dis-
cover this enchanting voice from Fort Worth?!)  John will
perform next January in the Dallas Opera’s production of
Salome.

The Dallas performances will keep John close to home.
When he is not on stage on Fridays, he plans to sing with
our Temple Quartet. We will continue enjoying his vocal
chords in harmony with the rest of the Temple singers—
sopranos Claire Yurasek and Genie Long, who is a
congregant and member of WRJ; tenor Ron Blackmon; and
organist and choir director Brad Volk.

U p d a t e :  Ba s s - Ba r i t o n e  i n  t h e  Fo o t l i g h t s
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to the end: Hollace Weiner, Shirley Spitzberg, and Melody
Bustillos. I couldn’t have done it without you. The only
thing missing was my son Brandon, who was home, sick in
bed, but with me in spirit. The race was Brandon’s Mitzvah
project, and he designed a special website and raised an
incredible amount of money for the cure.

I hope that those of you who walked or made a dona-
tion to Team Beth-El know how much you are appreciated.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  ~Roberta
Gerrick, Captain, Team Beth-El

Race for the Cure,continued from page 5

WRJ, Continued

As mandated in the Brotherhood by-laws, I have been
succeeded as president with a new, better-looking, younger
model named Mike Kalpin.  Mike was voted into power at
our May meeting and will be taking over in July. He is mar-
ried to Pam and has two young kids in Sunday school. We
welcome Mike!

On Father’s Day, June 17, 2007, at 5:30 PM, we are hav-

Brotherhood Richard Slatkin, President

Searching for Solomon
Gala and Trivia Night

Saturday, May 26, at 6:30 PM

We will have an exotic Mediterranean dinner pre-
pared by our resident chef, Adam Siegel.  The food will
be styled from the Solomon period and served with good
wine.  It will be a feast to remember!  Then the lights will
dim....and the contest will begin!

Each table (team) will receive a list of general trivia
questions, covering everything from sports to history, at

the same time and will have a specific time limit in which to
answer them.  The results will be tallied and scores kept un-
til we eliminate the competition down to the last table.
Those lucky winners will get a custom meal for eight, wher-
ever they want it, cooked by Adam and paid for by the
Temple Brotherhood.  Please RSVP to the Temple or to me
at pi-spy4u@pi-spy4u.com.  Babysitting will be provided.

ing a tailgate party at the Cats’ Baseball Game. We will be
there to support our Temple Volunteer Choir which will be
singing the National Anthem. Come spend the evening in a
most American way, and honor the Daddys of our congrega-
tion. Our one-shot ticket gets you a T-shirt, food, and entry
into the park to see good baseball. Congratulations to the
WRJ for their successful patricipation in Race For the Cure.

the Ten Commandments, all the commandments!  “I’ll
drink to that!” someone may say.

Is that all we have to do?  If, like most American Jews,
you have done nothing about Shavuot year after year, that
would be a very good start.  But if your family is not going
to think you are crazy, or if, after enjoying that Merlot or
Pinot Grigio this year, you are ready to go a step further
next year, on Shavuot we should also light candles.  The
blessing is the same as for Shabbat, except the term  yom
tov (“festival”) is substituted for shabbat: Baruch atah
adonai, eloheinu melech ha’olam, asher kidshanu
b’mitzvotav, v’tzeevanu l’hadlik ner shel yom tov, “Praised
are You, Sovereign of Existence, Who hallows our lives
with commandments, and commands us to kindle the festi-
val lights.”  The candles burning on the table will give a

warm and spiritual glow to the occasion!
And that is it?!  Actually, there is lots more that could

be done, but that would be a very good start.  Call me or
our educator, Ilana Knust, when you are ready to hear
about special foods and what you might do on the full day
(Wednesday the 23rd) of the festival.  Or—if you crave the
proper prayers and the blintzes!—just come to the Temple
at 9:00 PM on Tuesday the 22nd.  We, and the other congre-
gations that will be joining us, would love to have you!

But this is not a “bait and switch” column.  I’m quite
serious.  Start with opening a bottle of wine, and let the
rest come, one step at a time, as you begin to find that
these Jewish rituals, far from being burdensome, are really
a pleasure!

Musings, continued from page 1

Upcoming Sisterhood/WRJ EvUpcoming Sisterhood/WRJ EvUpcoming Sisterhood/WRJ EvUpcoming Sisterhood/WRJ EvUpcoming Sisterhood/WRJ Eventsentsentsentsents
X Sunday, May 6, 10:00 AM  - 12:00 PM—Membership

Meeting and Program, “Beth-El and Barnett Shale”
XXXXX Friday, May 18—WRJ Shabbat: Family Dinner at

6:30 PM,  Services and Installation of officers at
8:00 PM

XXXXX Thursday, May 31, 7:00 PM—Knitzvah
XXXXX Thursday, May 31 - Saturday, June 2—WRJ

District Biennial in Dallas

XXXXX
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D a u g h t e r s  o f  Ab r a h a m
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 15, at the Mus-

lim mosque.  The event is from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM, with
open discussions about our three faiths of Islam, Judaism,
and Christianity.  We have gained new members and hope
that others will come to the meeting.  Contact Corrine
Jacobson at 817-294-7844 for further information.

M i t z v a h  B r i g a d e
We are still seeking volunteers to man the front desk of

the Temple on some Monday and Friday mornings, from
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  This gives you an opportunity to meet
people as they come for appointments and inquiries, and it
relieves our busy office staff.  We also need workers to
help Ilana Knust with the children’s library during the sum-
mer months.  If you have a little freedom from organiza-
tional meetings this summer, can you budget three hours
monthly to aid our Temple?  Please contact Corrine
Jacobson at 817-294-7844.

needs for meeting space, our Temple Library has been
reconfigured to serve as an additional meeting and program
space.

I want to take this opportunity to extend some words of
appreciation, first to Rabbi Mecklenburger.  How fortunate
we are to have him as our rabbi.  In my two years as presi-
dent, there was not one time that the Rabbi didn’t jump in
with advice and counsel when requested, but more impor-
tantly, he continuously rolled up his sleeves to help get the
job done.  To the Beth-El Executive Committee and Board
of Directors, your participation was stellar.  You responded
when called upon, and your attendance at Board meetings
and commitment to Beth-El was stronger than I could have
ever hoped it would be.  As a Board, we may not have al-
ways agreed, but I trust that you felt that you were all given
an opportunity to speak and be heard on the issue of the day.
In the end, a vote was taken, a decision was made, we

moved on, and no one ever took the discussion personally.
My final word of appreciation goes to my spouse of

35+ years for not just giving me the freedom to serve as
president of Beth-El Congregation, but for being a part of
the process, first as chairperson of the Caring Congrega-
tion, as well as being totally supportive of my efforts.

Being president of this congregation is a wonderful
honor for which I thank you.  If you are already on the
Board or a committee, your involvement can only enhance
your relationship with the congregation.  If you aren’t cur-
rently involved, I can only encourage you to become in-
volved, whether you are new to our congregation or a long-
time member.  I can promise you that the more you become
involved, the more you will feel a part of the Beth-El fam-
ily and enjoy the experience.   As I pass the torch, I want to
extend both my best wishes and my ongoing support to Marc
Sloter as the next President of Beth-El.  Shalom.

Take Note
J ew i s h  Wa r  Ve t e r a n s

JWV needs you to join the ranks of a vibrant Veterans’
organization in our community.

Martin Hochster JWV Post 755 would like you on its
roster to work with us in our ongoing important community
veteran and Jewish activities.  We’ve been in business for
over twelve years doing just that.  We have an active pro-
gram planned for this year and would like to have you be
part of it.

Anyone who has served in the military in some capac-
ity—active, reserve, or guard—whether in combat or not,
is welcome.  In addition, we have numerous non-veterans
in our group who have joined our associate program.

For further information, contact our membership Vice
Commander Ron Sloter at 817-569-1124 or any of our ac-
tive members.

Please join us and perpetuate the heritage of “Jewish
Pride and American Patriotism.”

President’s Corner, continued from page 2

In order for the Caring Congregation Committee to do its best job, we need to know
who needs a ride to services, who welcomes a visit, who is ill, and who needs a meal.
Please contact the Temple office, and a member of our committee will be in touch.

We want to know, for the Caring Congregation cares!
Carol Minker, chair

At any Moment in Time,
Our Congregational Members may be in Need—Not of Charity—but in Need of

Acts of Loving Kindness!



12

Wow, how have four years passed this quickly?  It
seems like just yesterday that I was running for RCVP dur-
ing my freshman year, scared of the upperclassmen in
FWFTY.  Well, the years go by and now I am leaving
FWFTY in the capable hands of my fellow youth group
members.  FWFTY is in for a crazy new year this fall—
we're hosting FALL  CONCLAVE!  Laura Finucane and
Erin Hahn are working tirelessly to make sure that the huge
event will go off without a hitch.  Meanwhile, new members
are stepping up to the plate, making sure that FWFTY's
leadership continues to build on its past to work for a better
future.  And now it's time for me to say good-bye.  I'll never

FWFTY Becca Sigman, President

forget my time in that youth room. FWFTY, please please
please keep trying to make it your home—I expect it to be
painted by the time that I graduate from college!  To the en-
tire Temple, thank you for supporting us and making sure that
we are kept busy. FWFTY is fortunate to have a wonderful,
and above all supportiv, Temple to call home.

Thank you for the good times and the bad, the lessons
learned, and, above all, the love and friendship that I will
carry with me for all of my life.  To the graduating class of
2007—we did it!  To the seniors of tomorrow—treasure
this time, for you will never forget these years!

FWFTY members (left to right, back row): Zachary Beldon,
Jacob Bustillos, Laura Finucane, Matthew Beldon; (middle
row) Alex Bustillos, Eli Holley, Courtney Cimonetti, Becca

Sigman, Jilian Fenton, Ben Cristol; (front row) Melissa Beldon,
Alissa Cimonetti, Brandon Bito.

FWFTY members Eli Holley, Alissa Cimonetti, and
Courtney Cimonetti play Twister.

FWFTY welcomed new members at a bowling and pizza party.
Left to right, back row: Jacob Bustillos, Zachary and Matthew

Beldon.  Front row: Brandon Bito, Alissa Cimonetti, Ben Cristol.

FWFTY board members Becca Sigman (Presi-
dent), Laura Finucane (Social Action VP), and

Jilian Fenton (Religious and Cultural VP).
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M a y  4
Esther Rochel bat Abba
Jack  Berger
David  Bilsky
Mina Bloch
Sandra Tuchin Bloom
Bernard  Bodner
Linda  Bomash
Adoph  Cohen
Ichil  Fainzilberg
Johanne Fels
Sylvia  Fenton
Nathan  Frankel
Hannah  Freed
Morris B.  Freed
Sidney  Fried
Lola  Gestring
Dena  Gressman
Lucy  Hayes
Idella  Herbert
Betty  Herman
Rose Eileen Litwin
Henry  Loeb
Lester Maskell
Estelle Avery Mirkin
Gershon Miron
Edward  Osser
Mildred  Pearlman
Blanche  Pikkel
Odessa Friedman Plost
Goldie  Roberts
Mimi  Ross
Theodore Saferin
Lester  Schneiweiss
Esther S. Schwartz
Evelyn  Simon
Beverly G. Skugrud
John Stein
Louis  Stryer
Barry  Vann
James  Weltman
Sophia Williams

Yahrzeits
M a y  1 1
Julia Myer Benkoff
S. J. Bloom
Naomi Carb Bronstein
Nathan Buchstab
Belle Silverman Cohen
Sylvia  Cohen
Lillian Echt Cowan
Lena  Factor
Adolph Y. Ferstenfeld
Bill  Goldberg
Bessie  Greenberg
David William Gross
Emmanuel Kramer
Hilda  Lesnick
Goldie  Letwin
Lee  Luftman
Helen Newman Meyers
Nettye Endel Myer
Alvin  Rosenblum
Annette  Rosenthal
Jimmy  Rosenthal
Ben  Sandler
Frances Wexler Schwartz
Eugenia Seligman
Bayla  Simon
Rosabelle Letwin Tann
Reuben  Taylor
Freda  Wender
Jack  Wolf

M a y  1 8
Lillian  Berger
Yehudit (Rosas) Biener
Estelle R. Blotner
Louis  Bomash
Bernard ”Hap” Brooks
Charles Meyer Carb
Daniel W. Clearfield
Mae  Cohen
Sara E. Fleck

Chaim Zvi Freed
Cira Friedman
Leroy  Gilbert
Irwin Hertzman
Gloria  Hoffman
Frank  Levin
Sarah  Levin
Harry  Markoss
Raymond J. Mayer
Joseph Rabinowitz
Jerry  Sackett
Florence  Schwartz
Esther  Simon
Henry Weltman Simon
Roselle  Stein
Faye  Taylor
Charles Winkler
Gertrude Simon

Wittenberg

M a y  2 5
Felix P. Bath
David  Berger
Celia  Brother
Libby  Freed
Rosalie K. Freed
Minnie Cohen Friedman
Dora  Goldberg
Robert K. Houston
Beulah J. Kahn
Fanny Kaplan
Louis  Klar
Pauline Landman
Doris Levy
Harry G. Max
Jon Sanford Meyerson
Louis Jack Rubin
Marrion  Stekoll
Lawrence  Tell
Evelyn  Weltman

CLOSING FOR THE SUMMER
SALE

BACK TABLE BARGAINS
EVERYTHING  ELSE IS 20% OFF

SALE DATES:
APRIL  29 (MITZVAH DAY) - MAY 31

The Temple Family
M e m b e r s  o n  t h e  Mo v e________
· Andrea and Kenneth Jacobson, 3000 Bellaire Ranch Rd., #1827, Fort

Worth, 76109, 817-570-0995
· Genie Long, 4410 Granbury Rd., Fort Worth, 76109, 817-926-1195

We l c o m e  Ne w  M e m b e r s ______
· Dr. Kerim and Mileyna Razack, 6940 Canyon Springs Rd., Fort Worth,

76132, 817-423-2464

M a z e l  To v _______________________
· to Kenneth and Sandra Baum's grandson Evan Baum, who had his Bar

Mitzvah at Temple Emanu-El in Dallas on March 17.  Parents are
Howard and Joy Baum.

· to Gwynne and Eric Lindsey, on the birth of Christopher Elijah,  March 14.
· to Susan and Guy LaMere, on the birth of granddaughter Georgia Beth

LaMere.  Proud parents are Andre and Melanie of St. Paul.
· to Howard Haber and all the family, on his being named Fire Fighter of

the Year by the city of Benbrook.
· to Joan and Howard Katz, who were honored as Outstanding Volunteer

Fund-Raisers of the Year in the United States at the annual
international conference of the Association of Fund-Raising
Professionals.

· to Hollace Weiner, editor and contributor to the book Lone Stars of
David, and to all the others in the Temple who contributed articles
and photography.  First, it is already going into a second edition.
Second, the Texas Historical Foundation has awarded the book its
prestigious Doelce Parmeloo Prize for historic writing and research.

· to Mike Kalpin, newly elected president of Beth-El Brotherhood!
· to Betty and Arthur Lederman, on the birth of their grandson, Alexander

Jordan Finley.  Proud parents are Jackie and Corey Finley of Plano.
· to Judy and Burton Schwartz, on the engagement of Geoffrey Schwartz to

Melissa Risnick.

O u r  Si n c e r e  Co n d o l e n c e s ___
· to Harriette Gachman, and all of the family, on the death of her brother,

David Menscher.
· to Dale Bronstein, son, sisters Fannette Sonkin and Mimi Klotz, and all of

the family, on the death of Bernie Bronstein.
· to Mona Kaitcer, and all of the family, on the death of her sister, Eileen Taylor.
· to Lisa, Caryn, and Marc Taurog, on the death of their mother, Lynn

Taurog.The Judaica Shop
M a y  Sh o p  H o u r s :

Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday:

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Sunday: 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

(closed May 27)
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Contributions
R o s e nt h a l / S i e g e l  Ed u c at i o n  En d o w m e n t  Fu n d

I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m
Estra Grant, on her Bat Mitzvah Beverly and Michael Ross
Drs. Burton and Judith Schwartz, on the birth of their grandchild
a speedy recovery for Bruce Weiner Evelyn and Martin Siegel

Beverly and Michael Ross
the engagement of Alan Mecklenburger and Evelyn and Martin Siegel

Rachel Weinberg
Joan and Howard Katz, on their Fund-Raising Award
Bob Archenhold, on his birthday The Little Rendezvous Club

R o s e nt h a l / S i e g e l  Ed u c at i o n  En d o w m e n t  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Jack Siegel Evelyn and Martin Siegel

F l o r a l  Fu n d
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

Herman Morris, on his birthday Ellen St. Clair

F l o r a l  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Joe Bronstein His Loving Family
Mitzi Ogus Al, Sandy, and Joe Polsky and John, Debbi, and Julian Tyler
Walter Isaac Hochberg Harriet and Fred Schneiweiss
Nell Hall Charles Hall and Valerie Hall Frost

M i t ch  St enz le r  Sunda y Schoo l  Scho larsh ip  Fund
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

Rabbi and Graciella Zeilicovich, on their anniversary Sonya Stenzler

M i t ch  St enz le r  Sunda y Schoo l  Scho larsh ip  Fund
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Faye Jacobi Allan Jacobi

P r a y e r b o o k  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Esther Selig Harriet and Joel Selig
Jack Gachman Eleanor and Leon Gachman
Bernie Bronstein Roz Rosenthal
Peggy Davis

Ra b b i ’ s  Di s c r e t i o n a r y  Fu n d
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

the bris of Joaquin Isgur Shoshana Thoma and Benjamin Isgur
Edwin and Meredith Cohen, on the Joan and Sam Rosen

birth of their granddaughter
the wedding of Andrea Cohen and Seth Goren Gilda Tann Cohen
the brit milah of Alexander Jordan Finley Betty and Arthur Lederman

R e l i g i o u s  S c h oo l  Fu n d
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

Joan and Howard Katz, on their Fund-Raising Award Judy and Burton Schwartz

R e l i g i o u s  S c h oo l  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Eileen Taylor Randee and Jeff Kaitcer

R e l i g i o u s  S c h oo l  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Margot Schwartz Howard, Roberta, and Caitlen Bellet

Te m p l e  Fu n d
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

a speedy recovery for Bruce Weiner Marilyn Hochberger
Natalie Simon, on her birthday Cynthia and Burton Gilbert
Kenneth Baum, on his Mickey Goldman Award Meredith and Edwin Cohen

Te m p l e  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Douglas Whatley Beverly and Michael Ross
Anna Micklin Roz and Harvey Mickoin
Stanley Goodside
Akiva Schreiver Livia and Sam Levine
Sandord Reitman Mitch Reitman
Leon Berenson Mara and Bill Berenson
Hubert Gibson Harli Dollinger
Ernest Solomon Judith Solomon
Ian Kaitcer Randee and Jeff Kaitcer
Bess Kuperman Baum Kenneth Baum
Yankev Yitzhak ben Pesach Barbara Rubin
Jack Gachman Arnold Gachman
Beverly Rosenfeld Mrs. Carol Kline
David Menscher Cheryl and Laurin Baum

Cynthia and Burton Gilbert
Ezie Kahn Robert Kahn
Burton Davids
Adolph Smulian Lynny and Eddie Sankary
Betty Loftin
Bernie Bronstein Jay Roberts Harder
Nell Hall Cynthia and Burton Gilbert
Peggy Davis

N e w  Te m p l e  En d o w m e n t  Fu n d
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

Bob Archenhold, on his birthday Carol and Ronnie Goldman
a speedy recovery for Bob Mothner
Ronnie Goldman, on his birthday Judie W. and Dick Greenman
Arnold Gachman, on his birthday Judie B. and Bob Greenman

Judie W. and Dick Greenman

N e w  Te m p l e  En d o w m e n t  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Rabbi Robert J. Schur Holly and William Schur
Maxine White Schur
Gary Baum
Margot Schwartz Carol and Ronnie Goldman
David Menscher Judie B. and Bob Greenman
Nell Hall Roz Rosenthal

T r e e  Fu n d
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Nell Hall Corrine Jacobson
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Te a m  Be t h - E l  Ra ce  f o r  t h e  Cu r e

I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m
Cynthia Gilbert Carol Minker

Roberta Gerrick
Joyce Gerrick
Evelny Siegel

Jeanne Ginsberg
Sara Betty Gilbert

Lynette Tate Caleb  Causey
Howard Haber

Betsey and Shelby Mele Debbie Bowden
Jennifer and Alex Bowden
April, Bailey, and Emily Bowden
Cheryl Mayes
Harriet Schneiweiss
Louise Lipshitz
Kim Kunkle
Beverly Ross
Suzie Koonsman Shirley Spitzberg

Debbie Bowden
Evelyn Siegel

Cynthia Gilbert
All survivors of breast cancer Shirley Margolin

Fan Kalpin
Karen Johnson

Ilana Knust
I’m walking for Vikki Miller Roberta Gerrick
Nana Reba
Shelli Smith
Susan Gaston
Joan Katz Joyce Gerrick

Roberta Gerrick
Evelyn Siegel

Jeanne Ginsberg
Cynthia Gilbert

the women of Beth-El Cindy and Robert Simon
Roberta Gerricck

Ilana Knust
Karen Anisman Marcy Paul
Fanny Brooks Jude Sloter
all the women and families affected by breast cancer Diane Kleinman
Luann Bourton Cindy and Robert Simon
Darlene Evans E. and A. Cooper
Dollie Swafford
Phyllis Sokol The Miller Family
Lynn Taurog Judy Schwartz

Sonja Stein
Trudi Post Luann Feld
Maggie Burch Melody Bustillos
My sister, mother-in-law, and friends Randee Kaitcer
Elizabeth Edwards Karen Johnson
my sister, Ann Levy Long Sheldon Levy
Posy McMillen Joyce Gerrick
Mary Jo Donalson
Janet Hardin
Barbara Bowman Dennis Arnold
Sheila Rosenfield Alden Karotkin
Alison Beigel Selma Sherman
Libbie Natkin
Adele Fredman

Te a m  Be t h - E l  Ra ce  f o r  t h e  Cu r e
I n  H o n o r  o f ___________________________F r o m

“Bossom Buddies” Selma Sherman
Sharon Aguilar Sherri Gorsd
Peggy Lerner Cynthia Gilbert
Rozanne Rosenthal
Louise Gilliam Amy Jones

Te a m  Be t h - E l  Ra ce  f o r  t h e  Cu r e
I n  M e m o r y  o f _________________________F r o m

Gertrude Bornfriend Linda Hoffman
Marilyn Hoffman
Brady Corley Eileen House
Harriet House
Misao Hastings Debbie Bowden
Blossom Salzman
Sonja Gressman
Vicky Lyn Hudgins
Margot Schwartz Elizabeth Cooper

Debbie Bowden
Barbara Johnson Joan Brotman
Helene Baginsky
Marilyn Selig
Bertha Brotman
Barry Leonard Vann Elizabeth Vann Stenzler
My Nanny Roberta Gerrick
Ferne Mary Ann Slater
Cecelia Aarons Jenny Soloman
Arlene Godfry Linda Elsenbaumer
Jean Mazer
June Puleo Shirley Spitzberg
Louis Bernstein Judy Balunda
Debbie Kaplan Phillips Judy Schwartz
Gloria Hoffman Rusty Feld
Rhoda Schwartz Bernstein Melody Bustillos
Loraine Schwartz
Irwin, Roberta, and Eddie
Cathy Frost Karen Johnson

Hollace Weiner
Molly Ivins Karen Johnson

Hollace Weiner
Laurie James

Arlene Kallas Abby, Jake, and Susie Hyman
Putsie Retherford Suzie Koonsman

Caring Congregation
The Caring Congregation is looking

for volunteers to drive congregants to
Temple activities, as well as to medical
appointments. You would be notified by
email of requested dates and you would
volunteer as it fits your schedule. Won't
you please consider doing this very im-
portant MITZVAH? Please contact Carol Minker at
Minkres@aol.com or 817-926-6342.


